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Dear Members and Partners

welcome

Cooperatives are all about community. When we
hear the buzz about online communities, we think
of cooperatives as the original community. After all,
the National Association of Housing Cooperatives
(NAHC) was founded more than 50 years ago.
Thanks to our community of members and partners,
2013 was another successful year for NAHC.
With your help, we made some terrific progress to
strengthen NAHC’s community and make it an even
better resource for members, partners and others
interested in cooperatives.

Gregory J. Carlson
President

Ralph J. Marcus
Chair,
Board of Directors

In 2012, we set the stage for some infrastructure
improvements. In 2013, building on some of those
successes, NAHC:
• Re-established stronger relationships with
organizations with similar missions such as the
National Cooperative Bank, the National
Cooperative Business Association and the North
American Students of Cooperation
• Created a new web site with increased
functionality, scheduled to debut in early 2014

Bill Magee
June 14, 1942–January 24, 2014
We dedicate this 2013 NAHC Progress
Report to former President and longserving NAHC Board Member Bill
Magee, one of the first members of the
Noble Square Cooperative (Chicago),
his home for 44 years. Bill was an
enthusiastic ambassador for housing
cooperatives and related organizations
such as the Midwest Association of
Housing Cooperatives (MAHC), where
his leadership and passion was a
driving force.
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• Laid the groundwork for a new, comprehensive
insurance program available exclusively to NAHC
members and set to launch this year
• Advocated for cooperatives on Capitol Hill and in
state legislatures throughout the country.
As we look ahead, we will keep building on
this foundation by focusing on three areas:
accessibility, education and promoting the
benefits of cooperative living.

Accessibility We want more voices to be heard
and to participate in NAHC’s governance and we are
exploring options to expand the amount of member
input to help us shape NAHC’s future. Reviewing and
renewing our bylaws is the first step in that process.
We’re also looking at creating online learning
experiences so that members and partners can
access NAHC wherever they are, when it’s
convenient for them.
Education While NAHC continues to grow in many
ways, one sure way is to identify new members and
partners — from young adults to other housing and
cooperative organizations. In particular, we want to
reach a younger demographic to ensure the next
generation of NAHC leadership. Read Reggie
Bledsoe’s profile (page 2) and you’ll see why.
Benefits of Cooperative Living We will maintain
a strong voice in Washington, DC and in state capitals
throughout the country, advocating for cooperative
owners and promoting the benefits of cooperative
homeownership.
We are looking forward to great success in the year
ahead. As we assume these leadership roles, we
want to acknowledge the dedication and vision of our
Immediate Past President, Vernon Oakes. Thanks to
his tireless work and the tireless work of so many
other volunteers, NAHC is poised for continued
growth. We look forward to working with all of you to
realize our 2014 goals.
Cooperatively Yours,

Gregory J. Carlson
President

Ralph J. Marcus
Board Chair

Meet the NAHC Community

about nahc
A 501(c)(3), NAHC is a national federation of housing
cooperatives, mutual housing associations, other
resident-owned or controlled housing, professionals,
organizations, and individuals interested in promoting
the interests of cooperative housing communities.
Incorporated in 1960, NAHC is the only national
cooperative housing organization in the United States.

Our Mission
We support and educate existing and new
cooperative housing communities as the best and
most economical form of homeownership.

NAHC Community

Reggie Bledsoe
High Park Gardens Cooperative
NAHC Member since 2013

Member Associations
• CSI Support & Development (CSI)
• California Association of Housing Cooperatives
(CAHC)
• Cooperative Housing Association of
New England (CHANE)
• Council of New York Cooperatives and
Condominiums (CYNC)
• Federation of New York Housing Cooperatives &
Condominiums (FNYHC)
• Midwest Association of Housing Cooperatives
(MAHC)
• New Jersey Federation of Housing Cooperatives
(NJFHC)

Members

• Potomac Association of Housing Cooperatives
(PAHC)

• Associations and federations of housing
cooperatives organized around a special-interest
and/or a geographic region

Partners

• Individual housing cooperatives

• Cooperative Housing Federation of Canada

• Organizations and professionals that provide
services to housing cooperatives, such as
attorneys, property management firms, nonprofit
organizations, financial organizations, accountants,
government agencies, and consultants

• National Cooperative Bank

• Groups and individuals that develop housing
cooperatives
• Registered Cooperative Managers
• Other individuals and organizations interested in
housing cooperatives
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• Cooperative Development Fund

• National Cooperative Business Association
• National Housing Conference
• North American Students of Cooperation

For Reggie Bledsoe, cooperatives are in
his DNA. A student, legal assistant and a
member of Newark’s High Park Gardens
Cooperative (part of the New Jersey
Federation of Housing Cooperatives),
Reggie has lived in cooperatives his entire
life and was raised around the cooperative
movement. He joined NAHC in 2013.
“ There’s something about the principle of
cooperative housing,” said Reggie. “It
provides an opportunity to be in good
housing.”
“ My mentor, Blonnie Watson, who was a
founder of the NJ Federation of Housing
Cooperatives, really took me under her
wing,” said Reggie. “My connections to
cooperatives are emotional and personal,”
he said. Reggie observes that cooperatives
foster a level of connection, allowing
residents of different ages to work side by
side. He volunteers on the Youth Activities
Committee and the Cooperative’s Winter
Wonderland Committee, which plans the
annual holiday party.
Reggie is working to help give young
people like himself an opportunity to
discover cooperative housing.
“ Cooperative housing gives everyone an
equal footing to be part of something. It
provides an equal playing field where
everyone has the same voice,” he said.

six reasons to join the nahc community
NAHC is your national and state voice for housing
cooperatives, advocating for your rights in Congress,
federal agencies and in state legislatures.

The new www.nahc.coop includes a library of
cooperative housing publications, customized
resources and links to recent legislative and
regulatory updates.

NAHC’s quarterly newsletter brings you legislative
issues, news and other information.

3 • NAHC 2013 Progress Report

1

2

Advocacy

Education
and Training

3

4

Resources

Technical
Assistance

5

6

Cooperative
Housing
Bulletin

Discounts on
Health and
Home Items

Our annual conference is a nationally recognized
cooperative housing educational and networking event.
NAHC’s Registered Cooperative Manager certification
program is the only program that provides
comprehensive training for housing cooperative site
managers. And an NAHC workshop, “Roles, Risks
and Responsibilities,” offers Boards of Directors
and management of cooperatives good governance
practices and also helps Boards prepare for a
mortgage loan payoff.

We’re here to help you with questions about
operating your housing cooperative; in-depth
consulting services can be arranged for a fee.

NAHC offers discount programs for prescriptions
and other health services as well as discounts on
major appliances through GE/Hotpoint. A new
discounted insurance program will be available
in 2014.

Meet the NAHC Community

2013 accomplishments

Latasha L. Pipkins, CCM
Property Manager
Lakeview East Cooperative
NAHC Member since 2010

The NAHC Community is proud of its many accomplishments, which include:
Increased membership, realizing an
organizational strategic priority.
Strengthened relationships with other
cooperative housing organizations to generate
a stronger voice for the benefits of cooperatives
in the U.S. and Canada.
Hosted the 53rd Annual Conference
which attracted more than 400 attendees,
including 60 first time attendees.
Trained and certified 28 cooperative
managers through NAHC’s Registered
Cooperative Manager (RCM) program.
Advocated for state and federal legislation
to protect and promote cooperative housing
including working with: Rep. Steve Israel (D-NY)
who introduced HR 2887 to allow disaster relief
for housing cooperatives; Senators Charles
Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) introduced
a companion bill; Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)
who introduced HR 2552, to allow VA home loan
guarantees for housing cooperatives and working
with a coalition of Massachusetts housing
cooperatives to prevent state legislation which
would prevent housing cooperatives from
screening applicants.
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Redesigned www.nahc.coop to make it even
easier to navigate and more responsive to members.

During her property management career,
Latasha has worked in almost every type
of real estate. But it was only three years
ago when she joined the Lakeview East
family and made the switch to cooperative
housing. And she joined NAHC, too.
Latasha has attended two NAHC annual
conferences where she participated in
educational seminars to “refresh” her
knowledge and learn how to manage a
cooperative successfully. She’s impressed
by the full curriculum offered and takes
back to her staff what she learns from
formal classes and informal networking
with other cooperative managers.
“ I love the cooperative world...it’s a hidden
treasure,” said Latasha. “What’s surprised
me most about cooperative housing was
the sense of unity and family. When I
started at Lakeview East, I met so many
generations of a family,” said Latasha.
To contribute to this family atmosphere,
Latasha holds “Bingo Mondays” for senior
residents and a Tuesday arts & crafts
program for children.
“ Cooperative housing gives people a voice
and a vote in how they want their building —
their home — managed,” she said.

annual meeting highlights
NAHC’s 53rd Annual Conference in
Seattle drew a crowd of nearly 400 cooperative
members (including 60 first-time attendees) as
well as individuals who provide professional
services to cooperatives. At the opening session,
Teresa Young, an organizational development
specialist from Northwest Cooperatives
Development Corporation in Olympus, Washington,
spoke about leadership in the cooperative world.
Conference attendees chose from 33 workshops
in six tracks covering topics such as finance,
marketing and legal and legislative issues. And
no NAHC conference would be complete without
the legendary “Strut Your Stuff” luncheon and
other activities — including touring beautiful
Seattle and its surrounding areas.

Left: NAHC’s Halloween-themed Opening Night Reception.
Top Right: Exhibitors engage NAHC members at their booth.
Middle Right: Candidate Micah Byrd (Rexmill Square
Cooperative) petitions to run for a seat on the NAHC Board of
Directors with a fellow NAHC member.
Bottom Right: NAHC members crowd in to listen to Teresa
Young’s keynote address, “Leadership From the Bottom Up.”
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Meet the NAHC Community

annual meeting highlights (continued)

President’s Award

Scott Jackson
Program Manager
National Communications
Cooperative Housing Federation
of Canada
NAHC Partner

Distinguished Service Award

As a first-time attendee at NAHC’s Annual
Conference, Scott Jackson learned best
practices, discussed Rooftops Canada,
his organization’s housing charity, at a
workshop and received an award on behalf
of a colleague.

Immediate Past President Vernon Oakes presented
the President’s Award to Mary Alex Blanton (left), senior
vice president and director of strategic marketing,
National Cooperative Bank (NCB) and Ann Fedorchek,
senior vice president, NCB in recognition of their work to
strengthen NAHC’s social media program and provide a
team to help NAHC increase member benefits.

Cooperative Star Award

NAHC presented the Cooperative Star Award to Michigan’s
Belleville Cooperative, a senior facility that provides
independent living and affordable services. Charlotte Lann
(left) and Billie J. Walker (center ) accepted the award on
behalf of the cooperative for working as a unified group
during a construction crisis at the cooperative.
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Rosie White (right), president of the board of directors
at Atlanta’s 204-unit Fairburn Towne Houses, received
the Distinguished Service Award, which recognizes the
outstanding service of a cooperative member to cooperative
housing through better serving its members. Rosie White
accepted the Cooperative Distinguished Service Award
from Linda Brockway, chair, NAHC member services
committee.

Jerry Voorhis Award

David J. Thompson (center) received the Jerry Voorhis
Award, NAHC’s most prestigious honor, in recognition
of Thompson’s more than 40 years of promoting and
preserving cooperative housing. Thompson is president,
Twin Pines Cooperative Foundation, Thompson
Consulting, and co-principal of Neighborhood Partners,
LLC. He is a 2010 inductee into the Cooperative Hall
of Fame in Washington D.C. Ralph Marcus (left) and
Vernon Oakes (right) presented the award.

“ It’s helpful to see what other organizations
are doing,” said Scott. “The more we work
together, the more we can create a stronger
voice and greater awareness of the
cooperative movement, both bilaterally
and internationally,” he said.
NAHC has a longstanding relationship with
the Canadian Federation; representatives
have participated in the NAHC Annual
Conference for at least a decade. And
NAHC representatives have attended the
Federation’s meetings. Through NAHC’s
relationship with the Federation, NAHC
may consider participating in the housing
cooperative segment of the International
Cooperative Alliance.
“ It was great to meet members and
managers and participate in the
workshops,” said Scott. NAHC members
have a ton of spirit. Everyone was warm
and friendly; the Board was really
welcoming and it was amazing to see what
NAHC has accomplished,” he said. Scott
loved the energy surrounding the “Strut
Your Stuff” luncheon, too.
“ We look forward to welcoming NAHC at
our annual meeting in Ottawa this June,”
said Scott.

nahc leadership

contact us

Officers

Alfred Reynolds (Oakland, CA)

Chairman
Ralph J. Marcus (Farmington Hills, MI)

Norma Robinson (San Francisco, CA)

President
Gregory J. Carlson (Forest Hills, NY)

Mary Ann Rothman (New York, NY)
Stephen Sarine (Sacramento, FL)

Vice President
Fred Gibbs (Kansas City, Missouri)

Mark Shernicoff (Delray Beach, FL)

Secretary
Anne Hill (Washington, DC)

Hope Turner (Trenton, MI)

Treasurer
Linda Brockway (Lansing, MI)

Board of Directors
Tony Beck (Taylor, MI)

Billie J. Walker (Roslindale, MA)
Ruthie Wilder (Baltimore, MD)
Roger Willcox (Norwalk, CT)
Kimalee Williams (East Hartford, CT)

Staff

Jackie Brown (Rockville, MD)

Mitchell Dvorak, MS, CAE
Executive Director

Leon Geoxavier (New York, NY)
Karen Harvey (Brownstown, MI)
Blaine Honeycutt (Taylor, MI)
Hugh Jeffers (Oakmont, PA)
Charlotte Lann (Randallstown, MD)
Barbara Loatman (Hyde Park, MA)
Randall Pentiuk (Wyandotte, MI)
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Tel: (202) 737-0797
Fax: (202) 216-9646
Email: info@nahc.coop
www.nahc.coop

Stephen Somuah (Chicago, IL)

Richard Berendson (St. Charles, IL)

Donna Marie Curvin (Newark, NJ)

National Association
of Housing Cooperatives
1441 I Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005

Mik Bauer
Membership and Conference Services Coordinator
Julie Elfand
Director, Meetings
Megan Hart
Communications Manager
Ben McDonnell
Accounting Manager

See You in St. Thomas!
Stay tuned for details in e-blasts
and check out updates and register at
www.nahc.coop

